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These  instructions  are  for  students  registered  with  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning 
Centre. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  SUBMITTING 
THIS  DISTANCE  LEARNING  ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET 

When  you  are  registering  for  distance  learning  courses,  you  are  expected  to  submit 
Assignment  Booklets  for  correction  regularly.  Try  to  submit  each  Assignment  booklet 
as  soon  as  you  have  completed  it.  Do  not  submit  more  than  one  Assignment  Booklet  in 
one  subject  at  the  same  time.  Before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet,  please 
check  the  following: 

• Are  all  the  assignments  completed?  If  not,  explain  why. 

• Has  your  work  been  reread  to  ensure  accuracy  in  spelling  and  details? 

• Is  the  booklet  cover  filled  out  and  the  correct  course  label  attached? 

MAILING 

1 . Postage  Regulations 

Do  not  enclose  letters  with  Assignment  Booklets. 

Send  all  letters  in  a separate  envelope. 

2.  Postage  Rates 

Take  your  Assignment  Booklet  to  the  post  office  and  have  it  weighed. 
Attach  sufficient  postage  and  seal  the  envelope.  Assignment  Booklets  will 
travel  faster  if  sufficient  postage  is  used  and  if  they  are  in  large  envelopes  that  do 
not  exceed  two  centimetres  thickness. 

FAXING 

1 . Assignment  Booklets  may  be  faxed  to  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre. 
Contact  your  teacher  for  the  appropriate  fax  number. 

2.  All  faxing  costs  are  the  responsibility  of  the  sender. 

E-MAILING 

Assignment  Booklets  may  be  e-mailed  to  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre. 

Contact  your  teacher  for  the  appropriate  e-mail  address. 
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Advice 


Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  by  your  success  on  the  assignments  in  this  booklet.  Your 
answers  give  your  teacher  indications  of  your  understanding  of  the  course. 

• Before  attempting  to  answer  the  assigned  questions,  please  be  sure  you  have  read  all  the  relevant 
course  material  and  have  completed  the  self-correcting  activities  in  the  module  booklet. 

• Proceed  slowly  and  carefully  through  the  assignments. 

• If  you  encounter  difficulties,  review  the  pertinent  section  notes. 

• If  you  are  still  having  problems,  please  contact  the  course  teacher  at  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning 
Centre  for  assistance. 

• The  marks  possible  for  each  individual  exercise  is  indicated. 

• Good  luck  in  your  studies! 


Warning 


• Failure  to  complete  all  questions  and/or  poor  responses  due  to  obvious  lack  of  effort  may  result  in 
your  teacher  returning  the  assignment  booklet  marked  “incomplete”.  No  grading  will  be  awarded 
until  such  exercises  are  completed  to  the  teacher’s  satisfaction. 

• Discussing  various  aspects  of  the  course  with  others  is  encouraged,  but  all  work  submitted  should  be 
your  own. 

• If  there  is  a large  discrepancy  between  the  assignment  score  and  the  final  exam  score,  the  teacher  has 
the  discretion  to  assign  a final  mark  based  solely  on  the  examination  results. 

Our  Pledge  to  You: 

Everyone  at  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre  is  committed  to  helping  you  achieve  your  educational 
goals.  We  happily  assist  students  who  are  sincere  in  their  desire  to  learn.  We  may  be  reached  by  phone, 
fax,  e-mail,  voice  mail,  postal  mail,  or  in  person. 

Any  journey  consists  of  single  steps;  you  have  taken  another  by  enrolling  in  this  course.  We  want  to  help 
you  successfully  reach  your  destination. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
University  of  Alberta  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/generalsociology02godd 


Section  1 Lesson  2 Review 


Value 

10 


Activity  1:  Puzzle  Activity  and  Term  Review 

1 . Complete  the  crossword.  The  answers  are  all  last  names  of  people  mentioned  in 
the  readings. 


Across 


Down 


3.  suicide  study 

7.  the  new  Beatle 

8.  trainer  of  Hans 

9.  Italian  researcher 


1 . called  founder  of  sociology 

2.  Greek  philosopher 

4.  the  ‘dead’  Beatle 

5 . early  English  philosopher 

6.  named  the  universal  law  of  gravity 
8 . creator  of  the  ancient  astronaut 

theory 
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Value 

10 


2.  What  is  the  scientific  method? 

Complete  the  following  sentences.  Match  the  appropriate  ending  to  each 
sentence  by  writing  the  letter  of  that  correct  ending  to  each  sentence  in  the  space 
provided. 


1. 

Science 

A. 

stops  you  from  being  fooled. 

2. 

Scientists  should 

B. 

have  their  best  ideas  in  strange 
locations. 

3. 

Early  philosophers 

C. 

felt  that  scientists  needed  to  pay  more 

4. 

Galileo 

attention  to  details. 

5. 

Galileo’s  results 

D. 

believed  that  people  could  reason 
things  out  without  having  to  resort  to 

6. 

The  scientific  way  of 
thinking 

tests. 

E. 

could  be  duplicated  by  other 

7. 

Science  is  always 

scientists. 

8. 

Not  many  scientists 

F. 

is  a way  of  discovering  how  the 
world  works. 

9. 

Isaac  Newton 

G. 

are  able  to  remain  completely 

10. 

Some  scientists 

objective. 

H. 

test  their  own  observations. 

I. 

concerned  with  theories. 

J. 

discovered  that  all  objects  would  hit 

the  ground  at  the  same  time  if  you 
don’t  count  air  resistance. 
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3 . A sociological  example  of  the  scientific  method 


Value 

6 


a.  As  you  examine  the  following  list  of  points  about  a mechanic  examining  a 
car  that  needs  a new  radiator,  consider  how  you  would  arrange  the  points 
so  that  they  follow  the  model  of  the  scientific  method.  List  the  points  in  their 
correct  order  in  the  space  provided. 

• The  mechanic  also  had  a look  at  the  car  and  added  those  observations  to 
the  diagnostic  inspection. 

• The  driver  of  the  car  walked  into  the  mechanic’s  room,  complaining  that 
his  car  was  over  heating  all  the  time  and  the  ‘service  engine’  light  was  on. 

• The  mechanic  concluded  that  the  car’s  radiator  had  to  be  replaced. 

• The  mechanic  thought  that  perhaps  the  car’s  radiator  was  causing 
problems. 

• Once  approved  by  the  owner,  the  mechanic  had  a new  radiator  installed. 

• The  mechanic  ordered  that  the  car  be  hooked  up  to  the  computer  in  the 
garage  so  that  a diagnostic  inspection  could  be  made. 
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Value 

12 


b.  Using  the  information  in  this  section  on  Emile  Durkheim,  outline 
Durkheim’s  research  study  using  the  following  topics: 

i)  Durkheim’s  operational  definition  of  the  problem 


ii)  Durkheim’s  review  of  literature 


iii)  Durkheim’s  hypothesis 


iv)  Durkheim’s  research  design 


v)  Durkheim’s  analysis  of  the  data  (brief) 


vi)  Durkheim’s  findings  as  a conclusion 
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4.  Accurate  recording 


Value 

2 


Value 

2 


Value 

2 


a.  What  is  the  conclusion  that  can  be  drawn  about  the  information  given  by  the 
man  who  survived  the  sinking  ship? 


b.  Why  is  record  keeping  an  important  feature  of  the  scientific  method? 


c.  Suggest  a reason  to  support  this  statement:  Court  trials  should  take  place  as 
soon  as  possible  after  the  crime  is  committed. 
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Value 

12 


Activity  2:  Sociological  Tools  and  Techniques 

In  this  exercise  you  are  to  describe  briefly  the  following  techniques  and  tools  of 
sociology  in  the  spaces  provided.  You  may  include  examples  to  aid  your  description. 

I .  the  case  study: 


2.  the  schedule: 


3 .  the  questionnaire : 


4.  natural  observation: 
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5 . contrived  (controlled)  observation: 


6.  participant  observation: 
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Activity  3:  Suspicious  Research 


Value 

9 


1 . a.  Read  through  the  section  on  suspicious  research.  Each  story  has  an  initial 
hypothesis  that  managed  to  fool  thousands  of  people.  Record  what  the 
initial  hypothesis  was  for  each  story  and  what  was  wrong  with  it. 

i)  Paul  is  Dead: 


ii)  Chariots  of  the  Gods 


iii)  Hans  the  Remarkable  Horse 
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Value 

10 


b.  Practice  writing  good  hypotheses 

Choose  from  among  the  following  questions  selecting  two  that  are  of 
interest  to  you.  Develop  a hypothesis  for  each.  Then  select  whichever  one 
of  the  four  research  methods  discussed  that  would  be  the  best  for  testing 
each  hypothesis.  Explain  the  reason  for  your  choice. 

i)  To  what  extent  will  people  work  harder  if  they  are  paid  more  money? 

ii)  Are  teenagers  better  drivers  than  senior  citizens? 

iii)  Do  fewer  years  of  education  result  in  a lower  income? 

iv)  Do  older  students  behave  more  responsibly  in  the  cafeteria  than  younger 
students? 

v)  Do  parents  allow  sons  more  freedom  than  daughters? 

vi)  Do  students  who  have  part-time  jobs  get  lower  marks? 

Choice  1 

Question: 


Hypothesis: 


Research  Method: 


Explanation: 
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Choice  2 


Question: 


Hypothesis: 


Research  Method: 


Explanation: 
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Value 

1 


Value 

2 


Value 

5 


Activity  4:  Developing  Your  Own  Research  Model 

You  are  going  to  develop  your  own  research  model  based  on  the  question:  Does  the 
death  penalty  deter  murder?  It  will  be  a very  simplified  model  but  it  will  produce  some 
interesting  results. 

Define  the  problem: 


Form  a hypothesis: 


1 . Research  design: 

a.  survey  research  : interview  10  people  and  ask  them  if  they  feel  the  death 
penalty  deters  murder.  Record  your  results  here. 
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Value 

10 


b.  secondary  data:  here  is  some  information  for  you.  You  are  free  to  find  your 
own  sources  on  the  internet  or  from  the  library.  Please  make  sure  you  note 
the  location  of  the  work  you  use.  Record  what  you  feel  is  important  in  point 
form. 


Murder  rates  for  Canada  http://www.statcan. 


The  murder  rates  for  the  United  States  are  included  because  many  of  the  states 
have  the  death  penalty.  Canadians  rejected  the  death  penalty  in  1966  except  in 
the  case  of  on-duty  police  officers  and  prison  guards  as  well  as  certain  military 
offences  including  treason  and  mutiny.  In  1976,  capital  punishment  was 
abolished  from  the  Criminal  Code  of  Canada.  In  1998,  it  was  taken  off  the 
Defence  Act. 

Murder  rates  graph  for  US  states  < www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/deter.html> 

Murder  rates  per  100,000  population  http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/ 
murderrates.html 
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Value 

5 


Analyzing  the  data: 


Value 

2 


Conclusion: 


END  OF  ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  2 
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